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Alan Lieber
President
Overlook Medical Center

Clelia Biamonti, Ph.D. 
Executive Director
Overlook Foundation

It takes a community to care for our communities. On any given day, Overlook 
is abuzz with teams of physicians, nurses, residents, and technicians from a 
multitude of clinical care specialties; administration, foundation, and facility 
staff members; volunteers; and supporters like you – all working to sustain 
world-class health care conveniently close to home. 
 
When the novel coronavirus pandemic descended upon us last March, our 
vast community quickly coalesced to help us respond, recover, and be 
ready for what might come next. In these pages, we highlight the incredible 
teamwork, ingenuity, and persistence required to safely diagnose, isolate, and 
treat thousands of COVID-positive patients, while simultaneously caring for 
non-COVID patients (and delivering 300 healthy babies!) during the height of 
the surge. We describe how patient rooms and entire units were reconfigured 
on demand with state-of-the-art technology to protect patients and care 
team members now and into the future. 

You will learn about safety protocols, best practices, and our participation in 
national clinical trials for life-saving therapeutics. You will meet cardiologists, 
anesthesiologists, surgeons, and nurses who bravely volunteered to work 
nightshifts in the ICU and help wherever help was needed. You will also read 
about our care team’s heartfelt connection with their patients as we describe 
the virtual memorial they created for families who lost loved ones.
   
Though the coronavirus pandemic tested our resources and emotions in ways 
never imagined, we continued to launch new programs, add talent, and
expand touchpoints to improve access to primary and tertiary care through-
out our communities. We established thyroid and fibroid centers on our 
               Summit campus.  We invested in a surgery center at our Union
                         site and acquired a physical therapy center in Warren. We
                                   also added a 28,000-square-foot multispecialty care
                                               facility in Clark, which is seamlessly connected
                                                            to our medical center and Atlantic 
                                                                    Medical Group Primary Care offices
                                                                            in Westfield, Clark, and Summit. 

A. Jude Avelino, Esq.
Board Chair
Overlook Foundation
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A Message from Overlook Medical Center and the Overlook Foundation

The COVID crisis 
proved just how 

important Overlook 
Medical Center is to 

the health and 
well-being of our 

communities.
 It also illuminated how 
crucial your support is 

to the health and
well-being of Overlook.

With sincere appreciation for 
your generosity,

Our medical team welcomed physicians in a variety of specialties, 
including radiology, neurosurgery, neuro-oncology, orthopedics, eating 
disorders, endocrinology, and surgical oncology. Strengthening our 
commitment to improving access to primary care, 15 primary care 
physicians – many from our own family practice and internal medicine 
residency programs – joined our staff.
   
Construction began on a new parking deck and the Hersh Children’s 
Center, linking the Meri and Sol Barer Inpatient Pediatric Center 
(currently housed on Overlook’s 6th floor) to the Michael Gordon 
Reeves Pediatric Emergency Department for better coordinated care of 
our youngest patients.  An Emergency Department expansion is already 
under way, thanks to funding from the Nicholas J. and Anna K. Bouras 
Foundation. 

Through it all, we continued to earn accolades for safety and 
performance. Healthgrades® once again recognized Overlook as one of 
the nation’s top 50 hospitals for medical outcomes.  That recognition 
puts our medical center in the top one percent of the country’s nearly 
5,500 hospitals.

Overlook’s nursing staff achieved Magnet® designation by the American 
Nurses Credentialing Center, the highest national honor for nursing 
excellence, as a reflection of Overlook’s nursing professionalism, 
teamwork, and superiority in patient care. Overlook is one of only 541 
hospitals (less than nine percent of the nation’s hospitals) to earn this 
recognition.

The COVID crisis proved just how important Overlook Medical Center is 
to the health and well-being of our communities. It also illuminated how 
crucial your support is to the health and well-being of Overlook.
  
In 2020, gifts and pledges to our semi-annual appeals, capital 
campaigns, and special events from you and other caring individuals, 
corporations, foundations, and community organizations totaled more 
than $12 million. Your financial support allowed us to immediately 
respond to the unprecedented challenges posed by the COVID-19 
pandemic. Your donations of supplies and food helped protect and fuel 
our front-line workers; and your nightly clap-outs and homemade signs 
gave us all hope and encouragement. 

                    We couldn’t spell community without u. 
                        Thank you for being an integral part of ours!
                                           



Tackling a Tidal Wave Through Teamwork

  We came together as a
   team, put patients at the
   center, and created a 
   playbook for the future.

areas to discuss evolving treatment protocols and best practices for patient care. “Most people try to 
get out of meetings, but this was one meeting everyone wanted to join because recommendations were 
changing daily,” she remarks. 

Dr. Wilt proactively created protocols for rapidly responding to COVID patients in cardiopulmonary 
arrest. Collaborating with Manoj Shahane, M.D., clinical 
director of Overlook’s Department of Anesthesia, 
Dr. Wilt orchestrated a series of coding simulations in 
which they would time and rehearse the steps involved 
during cardiopulmonary resuscitation, emergency 
intubation, and line placements. “We knew that if we 
could do the quickest, safest code and intubation 
possible, we could save more lives,” she says. 

“We transformed the anesthesia ready room outside 
of the operating room into a staging area with PAPRS 
(powered air purifying respirators), gowns, gloves, 
and medical supplies so that our team of 22 
anesthesiologists and 20 certified registered nurse 

“Noah had more preparation for a world-engulfing flood,” comments Jessie 
Wilt, M.D., a pulmonologist with Summit Medical Group, who joined other 
clinical care leaders in advising hospital administrators on equipment, 
operations, and facility needs while treating the surge of coronavirus 
patients, beginning last March. “At Overlook, we built an ark against a tidal 
wave in very short order.”  

Many hands worked to achieve the best possible outcome for patients as 
multispecialty clinical care teams, hospital administration, and 
environmental staff flexed on a dime. Physicians from Atlantic Medical Group, 
Summit Medical Group, private practices, and internal medicine and family 
medicine residency programs mobilized to provide 24/7 coverage for COVID 
and non-COVID patients alike. Together with advanced practice nurses and 
physicians’ assistants, they worked 12- to 14-hour shifts for several months as 
one unified team to care for patients and each other.

“During the peak of the pandemic, we were admitting 35 patients a day,” 
says Sharen Anghel, M.D., chair of the Department of Medicine at Overlook 
Medical Center and a clinical educator with Atlantic Medical Group Hospitalists 
and the Internal Medicine Residency Practice in Union. “In the Intensive Care 
Unit (ICU), where the acuity of care is significantly higher, our patient 
population jumped from 25 to 105 very quickly.

“All job descriptions were blurred as everyone rolled up their sleeves,” 
recalls Dr. Anghel. “Surgeons and cardiologists took 7 p.m. to 7 a.m. 
nightshifts in the ICU.  Nurses from multiple disciplines formed proning 
teams. Physicians administered medication to spare nurses from 
continuously donning new protective gear. Pharmacists and 
infectious disease physicians helped us stay on the leading edge 
of therapeutic options. And, most importantly, doctors and nurses 
became the lifeline between patients and their loved ones.”

Checking All the Boxes

“From the outset, we had to think inside the box,” 
explains Dr. Wilt. “How would we treat highly infectious 
COVID-19 patients while simultaneously protecting our 
care team? How would we create safe bubbles around 
non-COVID patient populations such as pediatrics, 
oncology and OB/GYN? How could we preserve 
PPE (personal protective equipment), minimize the 
number of people entering a patient’s negative pressure 
room, and still efficiently attend to a patient’s critical care needs?” 

Administration and clinical care teams met daily to assess equipment 
inventories, staffing, and scope out areas for critical care expansion. 
Dr. Anghel held weekly conference calls for physicians across all specialty 

assistants (CRNAs) could respond to patients in respiratory failure at a moment’s notice,” Dr. Shahane 
recalls. “When we were suited up, they called us the ninja squad.” 

CRNAs and nurses from Overlook’s Wound Care Center and physical therapy and orthopedic areas 
formed proning teams in the wake of data showing that placing patients on their stomachs could 
help alleviate respiratory distress. With well over 300 COVID inpatients at the height of the pandemic, 
proning teams carefully turned patients (both on and off ventilators and with multiple IV lines) onto 
their abdomens to open their lungs and improve blood oxygen saturation levels. This basic, noninvasive 
but labor-intensive practice – along with early administration of therapeutics – helped delay, or even 
eliminate, the need for intubation and mechanical ventilation among COVID patients over time. 

        Connecting with Families AND the Community

                   “In the absence of loved ones at a patient’s bedside, doctors and nurses spent a large 
                     portion of their time communicating and supporting patients’ family members,” Dr. Anghel 
                      points out.  “We leveraged technology tools, such as FaceTime and iPads donated by the
                     Overlook Foundation, to allow family members to see and speak with their loved ones
                     every day and, in some cases, to say a final goodbye.” 

                  “Even in the wake of tragedy . . . husbands, wives, aunts, uncles, brothers, and sisters would 
                    thank us for all we had done and encourage us to stay safe and strong,” remembers Dr. Wilt.
                “They understood that we were risking our own lives to save others, and that was 
             profoundly touching.”

Through it all, the physicians agreed, they felt the love and support of the entire community. 
“The enormous amounts of food, the cheerful signs, the Monday evening clap-outs and bells…we 
knew we weren’t forgotten,” adds Dr. Wilt.

Looking back, they say it was the most challenging and gratifying experience of their lives. “We came 
together as a team, put patients at the center, and created a playbook for the future,” says Dr. Anghel. 
“In the 13 years I’ve worked at Overlook, I’ve never been prouder to call it my home.”
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(front) Bella Henry, Oak Knoll; Sophie Bauhs, Kent Place; Manu Nahata, New Providence High School 
(HS); Bella Avelino, Summit HS; Kailey Zhao, Westfield HS; Ryan Eng, Scotch Plains-Fanwood HS; 
Will Heffernan, Oratory Prep; (rear) Jason Pien, Governor Livingston HS; Jason Lefkort, Pingry; Jack 
Benitez, Delbarton; Lea Casano-Boris, Chatham HS; Sidney Cross, Millburn HS; Molly McCann, 
Oak Knoll; Kiara Quigley, Newark Academy; Abby Clothier, Montclair Kimberley Academy; and 
Connor Teehan, Delbarton. 

Led by co-chairs Katy Martinson and Mikayla Meyler, seniors at Westfield High School and Chatham 
High School respectively, members of the 2019-2020 Junior Board began the school year with
monthly in-person meetings in the Thomas Glasser Board Room at Overlook. They heard from guest 
speakers on a host of topics ranging from board development and governance to the role of 
philanthropy in the health care arena. 

The students were also charged with developing a grant application that was distributed to several 
hospital departments of their choosing. They conducted department visits and evaluated the needs 
within each of these areas, ultimately voting to name the hospital’s neuroscience program as their 
grant recipient.

However, given the COVID outbreak in March, the group pivoted their efforts to support high-priority 
needs related to pandemic relief at Overlook instead. Switching to virtual meetings and unable to 
host events and other school-related activities, they launched an online fund-raising campaign that 
generated some $25,000. Beyond the monetary donations, several students also spearheaded drives 
to gather hundreds of items for our front-line health care workers including face shields and masks, 
bottled water, lip balm, gloves, and bleach.

“It was an honor and a privilege for all of us on the Junior Board to make a meaningful contribution to 
Overlook in the midst of such a stressful time,” says Bella Avelino, one of 14 high school juniors serving 
on the board. “As teenagers, we often wonder how we can make a difference in our community. This 
program allowed us to do just that.”

Benjamin Franklin famously said, “By failing to prepare, you are preparing to fail.”  
Fortunately, for our communities, Overlook’s Infection Prevention Team had been 
preparing for an epidemic like COVID-19 well before it made its world debut. 
 
In fall 2019, for example, Overlook partnered with University Hospital’s Center for 
Emergency Preparedness and Response to conduct extensive training among 
emergency department and nursing staff to identify, treat, and prevent the 
transmission of suspected and confirmed cases of Ebola Virus Disease (EVD) and 
other emerging infectious diseases. The training, funded by the Overlook Foundation, 
included a complete review and assessment of Overlook’s EVD Response Plan, 
functional exercises with mock patients, an evaluation of personal protective 
equipment (PPE), and “train the trainer” sessions to facilitate broader staff education.

Junior Board Pivots Fund-Raising Efforts 
Amid PandemicPreparation Key to Infection Prevention 

Moving forward, 
our community is 
better prepared 
as social distancing, 
mask wearing, and 
handwashing become 
routine behaviors. 
Lessons learned 
means lives saved.

 
“More than 50 team members in critical disciplines 
on the forefront of care were trained,” comments 
Doriann Prasek, R.N., manager, infection 
prevention. “It proved to be extremely helpful in 
managing our response to the coronavirus.

“We completely reviewed and rehearsed our 
safety protocols for managing patients from point 
of entry in the Emergency Department through 
transport to their point of care.  An environmental 
component included designating and preparing 
specific hallways, elevators, and acute care units 
for infectious disease patients.  The training also 
involved practicing donning and doffing PPE as
                               well as getting team members
                                  properly fit-tested for 
                                   N95 masks.”

                                     An infectious-disease
                                        outbreak can transform
                                         a hospital into a hot
                                          zone unless measures
                                          are quickly taken to 

protect everyone inside its walls. Those measures 
rest largely on the shoulders of infectious disease 
specialists, who are trained to identify, diagnose, 
isolate, and treat a broad array of disorders caused 
by pathogenic microorganisms – such as bacteria, 
viruses, fungi, or parasites – which can be spread, 
directly or indirectly, from one person to another.

“After several months of dealing with the unique 
challenges presented by COVID-19, we adopted 
several best practices to prevent its spread. The 
pandemic also raised overall awareness within and 
beyond our walls about the role we can all play in 
preventing the spread of infections,” adds Prasek.

“Although COVID was unlike anything we had ever 
seen, our response protocols were similar to other 
serious epidemics, such as H1N1 in 2009 and the 
Ebola Virus in 2014-15,” says Robert Roland, D.O., 
section chief for infectious diseases at Overlook. 
“In both instances, we learned a great deal and, by 
the end, we had both a vaccine as well as novel 
therapeutics and care strategies that saved lives. 
 
“There are still many unknowns about COVID, but 
we have a terrific system in place to manage this 
because we never stopped preparing, even as the 
patient census dropped. We have rapid in-house 
testing. Safety protocols have become much more 
routine and care team members are more confident 
and better mentally prepared. 

“We’ve learned a great deal about the optimal timing 
for medications, the benefits of proning, and the 
use of high-flow oxygen before using a ventilator. 
Currently, we are participating in six different clinical 
trials, evaluating the benefits of antivirals, immune 
modulators, and one monoclonal antibody.”
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Three Generations, One Cause
As the number of COVID-19 patients surged during the early months of the 
coronavirus pandemic, Sidney Glasofer, M.D. did what several other Overlook care 
team members felt compelled to do. He volunteered to join those on the front line. 

“During my rounds at Overlook, it became evident that the ICU could use more 
physicians experienced in critical care, especially during overnight hours,” 
remembers Dr. Glasofer, a cardiologist at Associates in Cardiovascular Disease, 
an Atlantic Medical Group physician practice.   

Beginning in March, he traded his dress shirt for a pair of scrubs each night and 
assisted colleagues who were caring for the most critically ill COVID-19 patients. 
For nearly three months, he worked the 7 p.m. to 7 a.m. shift, while conducting 
telehealth visits with his cardiac patients during the day. 

“I haven’t worked overnight in the ICU since residency training,” admits Dr. Glasofer, 
“so it took some getting used to the hours; but every day I knew I was doing 
meaningful work.”   

In addition to managing cardiac-related issues and assisting pulmonologists, he 
helped nurses fill IV pumps and worked with proning teams to help patients breathe 
easier. “There were other physicians volunteering in the ICU at the same time,” he 
points out. “Cardiologists, surgeons, neurologists – everyone pitched in. Looking 
back, I should have been more tired than I was, but we were all so focused on 
saving lives.”

A Family United by A Cause  

Inspired by her father’s commitment to conquering COVID-19, 12-year-old Alexis 
Glasofer had a plan of her own. As part of her bat mitzvah community service 
project, she had been volunteering with Hockey New Jersey – an organization that 
introduces underprivileged youth to her favorite sport, ice hockey.  

When her bat mitzvah celebration had to be canceled in May, she expanded her 
community service to support the work of front-line health care providers like her 
dad. She sent notes to everyone who was invited, asking them to contribute to the 
Overlook Foundation’s COVID relief efforts. The outreach netted more than $10,000! 

Ella Gelvan – Alexis’ grandmother and Dr. Glasofer’s mother-in-law – joined in by 
making a significant gift of her own to the Overlook Foundation through her family 
foundation.  

“After hearing how bad it was and seeing my dad work extra ICU shifts, I wanted
 to help,” says Alexis, now 13 and an eighth grader at The Pingry School. “It turned 
out that other people were also looking for ways to help, and together we made 
a difference!”

It turned out that 
other people were also 
looking for ways to help, 
and together we made 
a difference!

Pediatrician Ben Josephson, 
a founding director of the 
Overlook Family Medicine 
Residency Program, was 
a dedicated humanitarian 
who volunteered his time 
and expertise to assist the 
sick and wounded children 
in the war-torn countries 
of Bosnia, Rwanda, Zaire, 
and Iraq, as well as the 
impoverished areas of 
Honduras, Russia, 
Appalachia, and Native 
American reservations.

Following his death in 1998, 
the Benjamin H. Josephson, 
M.D. Fund was established 
by his close friend, Don Gant, 
and other supporters to 
continue Ben’s humanitarian 
work, providing health care 

Honoring a Commitment 
to Humanitarian Work

professionals with the necessary financial resources to deliver medical services to 
those in need throughout the world.

Last summer, with its medical professionals unable to travel due to the 
pandemic, the Josephson Fund partnered with two other organizations – 
Shoulder to Shoulder and the Unidad Hospitalaria Móvil Latino América (UHMLA) 
– to facilitate the shipment of medical equipment and supplies to Honduras. 
Spearheading the effort was Dr. Susan Kaye, chair of the Department of Family 
Medicine at Overlook Medical Center, who serves on the Shoulder to Shoulder 
board and as director of the Josephson Fund; and Dr. Rolando Rolandelli, chair 
of the Department of Surgery at Morristown Medical Center, who founded the 
non-profit UHMLA.

“While we quarantined, we packed operating room equipment that we 
had gathered to donate to the Hospital Enrique Aguilar Cerrato in Intibucá – 
a remote, rural Honduran province,” says Dr. Rolandelli. “The shipment included 
operating microscopes and tables, monitors, wheelchairs, an anesthesia machine 
and autoclave, and a refrigerator filled with medical supplies.” Serving a 
population of 250,000, the hospital has 50 beds and two operating rooms. 

In recent years, Dr. Kaye, Dr. Rolandelli, and some 15 of their colleagues spent a 
week performing more than 50 surgeries annually at the hospital in La Esperanza.
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Partnering with Summit 
Foundation to Boost Health 
Care Outreach
Concerned with the limited access to health care for vulnerable 
and uninsured residents of the Greater Summit Area, Overlook 
Family Medicine has instituted a three-year plan to reduce health 
disparities while improving the overall health of this high-risk 
population.

The pilot program, funded with a generous grant from the 
Summit Foundation to the Overlook Foundation, is led by a 
part-time bilingual (Spanish/English) community health associate 
based at Overlook Family Medicine. Since her hire in late 2019, 
Melanie Betancur has helped patients, many of whom are recent 
immigrants, connect for the first time with primary healthcare 
and medical specialists. During the COVID-19 pandemic, her work 
has become even more critical as she has become a lifeline for 
social and emotional support, food resources, affordable 
medications, and emergency rental assistance.

“I just love being a resource who people confide in and trust to 
help them through their hard times,” says Melanie. “At the end of 
a conversation, it’s gratifying to know how much they appreciate 
the support.”

The resulting influx of new patients has shifted and improved 
how the staff of Overlook Family Practice serves its clientele by 
addressing the barriers that may prevent them from seeking care. 
Creative ways to handle financial issues have been developed. 
The medical team makes every effort to see new patients in a 
timely fashion, thereby reducing unnecessary emergency 
department visits. And social workers and the behavioral health 
team help diffuse intense family and social stressors.

Community health associates Melanie Betancur, BSPHE, MPH and 
Deryan Coba meet with Amy Miano, MSW, LCSW, behavioral health 
clinician, to discuss how best to provide access to healthcare for 
the area’s most vulnerable residents.

Supporting Families and Honoring Loved Ones

Families called to say how 
much it meant to them to see 
the doctors, nurses, and all of
the caring staff at Overlook 
honor their loved ones in such 
a beautiful way.

Marian Teehan Valerie Gagliano

Since its opening in 2011, the Thomas Glasser 
Caregivers Center has provided free support 
services to increasing numbers of families who 
care for critically, chronically, or terminally ill 
loved ones. Each year, more than 1,500 
families turn to the center’s staff for much-
needed guidance in managing the stress and 
special needs associated with caring for loved 
ones who are hospitalized at Overlook or at 
home in our communities.  

Over the past year, the Caregivers Center staff 
has been challenged to provide those services, 
and more, while COVID-positive patients and 
their loved ones were separated for days, weeks, 
months, or even eternity.  

“Losing a loved one is among the most 
difficult and emotionally painful experiences a 
person can endure,” observes Marian Teehan, a 
licensed clinical social worker at the center. 
“The coronavirus pandemic compounded that 
grief as some patients faced their final hours 
without loved ones at their bedside, as family 
  members grappled with their grief alone in
   quarantine, and as grieving rituals like funerals,
    shivas, and wakes were severely restricted.”

     As limitations on visitors and gatherings were
      imposed throughout the state, the Caregivers 
         Center staff quickly adopted virtual
             strategies to extend the support and
           compassion it normally provides in person. 
      Music and expressive writing workshops, 
Qigong, and Tai Chi were offered via Zoom. 
Marian and caregiver liaison Valerie Gagliano 
telephoned and FaceTimed with families of 
COVID-positive patients, offering support and 

resources. They also provided comprehensive 
bereavement support and ongoing follow-up for 
those who lost loved ones.  

“We were there during the darkest hours for our 
patients’ families,” says Marian, “assisting with 
funeral arrangements and helping them create 
virtual memorial services to honor their loved ones.”

“Communicating via telephone during that period 
reinforced the transformative power of one’s voice,” 
comments Valerie. “The ability to touch someone 

through a telephone call can be profound if 
done in the most compassionate way.”

In July, the Caregivers Center partnered 
with Overlook’s Palliative Care Program to 
produce a video memorial service, honoring 
patients and care team members who lost 
their lives during the spring 2020 pandemic. 
Funded by the Overlook Foundation and 
filmed for the benefit of the entire Overlook 
community, the memorial featured classical 
music compositions by music therapist 
Julie Sherwood, multi-lingual messages by 
Overlook staff members, readings by critical 
care physicians, and an inspirational candle 
lighting ceremony. The video, which has 
been viewed some 2,500 times since its 
production, is a lasting tribute to patients 
and those on the front line who cared 
for them. 

“Families called to say how much it meant 
to them to see the doctors, nurses, and all 
of the caring staff at Overlook honor their 
loved ones in such a beautiful way,” 
Marian recalls.  
 
Though there were dark days during the 
pandemic, one of the brightest moments
was an impromptu wedding. With the 
clinical care team’s consent, Valerie 
arranged for a nonagenarian, who had 
suffered a serious stroke, to witness 
his granddaughter’s marriage in the 
Bouras Auditorium. “We support our 
families in every way possible,” says 
Valerie. “I could see how important this was 
to them and we were happy to make 
it happen.”  
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Some of the most essential members of Overlook’s staff never interact 
with patients; yet their work is critical to the health and safety of all who 
enter our doors. 
 
They are biomedical equipment, clinical engineering, and HVAC 
technicians; electricians, carpenters, plumbers, painters, boiler 
operators, and general maintenance mechanics. During normal 
day-to-day operations at Overlook, they are busy troubleshooting any 
number of equipment and facilities’ issues.  But during the height of 
the coronavirus pandemic, these unsung heroes worked tirelessly 
behind the scenes to enable an entire medical center to rapidly respond 
to a community in crisis. 

Their mission was clear, daunting, and unprecedented.  Reconfigure 
the facility so that Overlook could: 1) isolate and care for patients with 
confirmed or suspected COVID-19; 2) protect healthcare workers from 
exposure to COVID-19; 3) care for and protect non-COVID patients; 4) 
screen patients, visitors, and healthcare staff for COVID-19 symptoms 
before entering; and 5) be prepared for a further surge in coronavirus 
patients.
 

A Medical Center Re-Imagined 

Under the leadership of Austin Murphy, director, facilities and clinical 
engineering for Atlantic Health System, the team pooled its collective 
ingenuity and wasted no time getting to work.  “We converted 155 
patient rooms – as well as an entire 32-bed wing – into negative 
pressure rooms by installing custom windows with permanent ports to 
accommodate HEPA exhaust fans,” says Austin.  

Negative pressure rooms draw air into a room and filter it before it’s 
released to the outside environment, he explains. They are essential 
to safely isolate COVID-19 patients, while preventing the spread of an 
airborne infectious disease to other areas of the hospital. 
 
“To preserve the supply of personal protective equipment (PPE) and 
facilitate better patient monitoring, windows were placed in all patient 
room doors, cameras were installed in patient rooms, cardiac telemetry 
channels were added, and pulse oximeter cables and IV tubing were 
extended through walls, allowing nurses to monitor vital signs and 
medication levels from hallway stations,” he adds.
 
A COVID-19 tent was set up overnight in front of Overlook’s Emergency 
Department and equipped with heat, power lines, and additional 
portable chest X-ray machines. There, people could conveniently get 
tested and evaluated for COVID-19 prior to possible admission. 

Behind the Scenes with Our Own MacGyvers 
 
Two adjoining offices were converted into a UV Sanitizing Department 
for sterilizing N95 masks. Overlook’s oxygen system was upgraded to 
accommodate the increased use of ventilators.  Thermal cameras were 
installed in the main lobbies of the hospital and the Medical Arts Center 
to scan the body temperature of everyone who entered the buildings . . . 
at a rate of 30 people per second!

“We reconfigured waiting areas to promote social distancing; 
but we didn’t want to alarm people with cones and caution 
tape, so our carpenters built custom wood partitions to 
match the existing furniture,” comments Austin.   

“Early on, there were no specific guidelines for 
reconfiguring hospital environments in response to 
the coronavirus. Our MacGyver instincts were put to 
the test, and we intuitively figured out what we 
needed to do to keep everyone safe. Later, when 
the American Society of Heating, Refrigerating 
and Air-Conditioning Engineers issued their 
guidelines, they ended up recommending what 
we had already done.

“I’m very humbled to have the team we have,” he 
reflects. “They all sacrificed time with their families
to come here and help people they don’t know. 
In our hearts, they are our patients, too.”

At the Ready

As Overlook’s COVID-positive patient population decreased, 
the negative pressure rooms were quickly converted back to
traditional positive pressure rooms, which are designed to
protect patients with compromised immune systems from 
outside airborne contagions. But should the need arise, 
Austin points out that they can be easily adapted again.

“There’s a saying among electricians, ‘It’s better to look at 
it than for it,’” he says. “Now we’re looking at all the equipment
we need if we ever have to respond to something like this
again. Ventilators, patient monitors, HEPA filters, newborn
isolettes, PAPRS (powered air purifying respirators), 
PPE – you name it, we are well prepared. That’s reassuring
to us, and it should give added peace of mind to our 
community of patients and providers.”

Some of the most 
essential members 
of Overlook’s staff 
never interact with 
patients; yet their 
work is critical to 
the health and safety 
of all who enter 
our doors. 
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While many people postponed elective surgeries, wellness visits, and screenings 
during the onset of the coronavirus pandemic, delaying care was not an option for a 
large and important group of Overlook patients – expectant mothers.

“Pregnancy is already an anxiety-filled time, but the coronavirus pandemic created a 
whole new set of challenges for expectant parents and maternity centers around the 
world,” observes Diana Contreras, M.D., medical director, Women’s Health, Atlantic 
Health System and chair of obstetrics at Overlook and Morristown Medical Centers. 

“Overlook’s maternity center – like many others – functions as its own island,” she 
points out. “Our staff has specialized skills, our patients have specialized needs, and 
many expectant parents were understandably concerned about giving birth in a 
hospital with COVID-positive patients.  We took decisive steps at the outset to 
isolate and ensure the safety of our patients, babies, and staff. 
 
“For several months, we had daily operational phone calls with our nursing 
leadership and providers across the system to establish safety protocols and share 
best practices. Our goal was to maintain an oasis of safety, calm, and joy during a 
time of heightened anxiety…and we succeeded.” 

Establishing New Protocols

In-person parent education classes, tours of the Frank and Mimi Walsh Maternity 
Center, and baby photography were suspended. Visitors were restricted. Laboring 
mothers could designate one support person (a partner, family member, or doula) 
to accompany her in the Labor and Delivery room, Mother/Baby room, and Newborn 
Nursery or Neonatal Intensive Care Unit.
  
“The designated support person was required to remain at Overlook for the duration 
of the mother/baby stay,” explains Monica Myron, MSN, RNC-OB, nurse manager 
in the maternity center. “We collaborated with the Dietary Department and Patient 
Relations to provide them with meals, snacks, and supplies to make them as 
comfortable as possible.” 

Expectant mothers and partners were screened by phone prior to arrival, screened 
upon entering the hospital, and rescreened and COVID-tested upon admission to 
Labor and Delivery. 
  
“Many were scared,” recalls Monica, “and I normally would have embraced them.  
Therapeutic touch is such an important part of nursing, and it was difficult not being 
able to give someone a hug.”

Overlook’s Maternity Center – 
An Oasis of Joy for Expectant Parents

All incoming patients and partners were placed in private Labor and 
Delivery rooms and, subsequently, private Mother/Baby accommodations – 
all of which had been converted into negative pressure rooms to isolate and 
protect everyone in the unit. 
 
“We made the decision early on to only accept COVID-positive patients who 
were mildly ill and in labor,” states Dr. Contreras. “Those with respiratory needs 
would be admitted to Overlook’s designated COVID unit. Fortunately, none of 
the COVID-positive patients arriving to Overlook in labor required respiratory 
assistance, and none of the pregnant patients in the COVID unit were near-
term or required an emergency delivery. 
 
“Proactively, however, we mobilized a group of maternity center nurses to 
provide prenatal care to pregnant women in Overlook’s COVID unit, including 
those on ventilators, who later returned to Overlook to deliver healthy babies.”

Although none of the babies born to COVID-positive maternity patients tested 
positive for the coronavirus, all were isolated and closely monitored in the 
nursery. Others, in keeping with Overlook’s philosophy of care, “roomed in” 
with their mothers under the guidance of a dedicated nurse. 
 
To reassure mothers that they had the continued support of the nursing staff 
and lactation consultant upon discharge, Overlook launched a pilot telehealth 
program to extend postpartum care at home. “These virtual visits allowed our 
care team to assess and respond to clinical needs, like breastfeeding, as well 
as their emotional well-being, such as postpartum depression,” comments 
Monica. 

Protecting Our Littlest Patients

“I’ve never seen a more unified staff,” remarks Overlook’s Obstetric and 
Gynecologic Hospitalist Tiffany Martinez, D.O. “We were challenged to run a 
tight ship, and we quickly developed protocols to protect patients and staff, 
while delivering healthy babies. We prepared expectant parents for the 
experience and they were grateful that safety was never compromised. 
Our nursing staff is, hands-down, the best!

“While we typically deliver some 200 babies per month, during the height of 
the pandemic, we had an additional influx of New Yorkers choosing to give 
birth here because they felt safer. That’s a real testament to our reputation.”  

Pregnancy is
already an anxiety-
filled time, but the 
coronavirus 
pandemic created 
a whole new 
set of challenges.
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A Community Steps Up 
and Stands With Us
While we have all found ourselves in uncharted territory in 2020, 
one constant has been the strong partnership between Overlook 
Medical Center and the communities we serve. 

Our healthcare heroes went above and beyond for weeks on end to 
care for the hundreds of COVID-19 patients who came through our 
doors. And at the same time, our friends and neighbors rose to the 
occasion and did everything they could to support us. 

Thank you to one and all! It has meant so much to us to know that 
the community jumped at the chance to stand not behind us, but 
with us in battling this worldwide pandemic right here at home.
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The Overlook Foundation raises funds that are used to purchase state-of-the-art equipment and fund special 
programs to help Overlook Medical Center remain in the forefront of medical care. 

If you would like to become a member of the “Overlook Medical Center Family” by supporting the Foundation, 
you may

•   Become a “Distinguished Friend of Overlook Medical Center” with an annual gift of $2,500 or more;
•   Designate your gift for a restricted or specific project or allow the Foundation’s board of trustees to determine
     the most needed application of your donation;
•   Make a Gift of Gratitude in honor of a caregiver;
•   Memorialize or commemorate an individual, family, or group by donating; 
•   Make a planned or deferred gift to maximize tax advantages and/or protect current or future income, thereby
     becoming a member of the Heritage Society.

All Overlook Foundation gifts are tax-deductible and remain at Overlook.

For more information about how you can help further Overlook’s mission to provide exemplary health care services to 
its communities, please contact Overlook Foundation, 46-48 Beauvoir Avenue, Summit, NJ  07901  •  908-522-2840
www.overlookfoundation.org

Restricted Gifts 
for Capital 

and Program
$9,382,638

$2,624,930

$12,007,568

Unrestricted 
Annual 

Support

Overlook had the opportunity to plan for the second wave of COVID-19 and anticipates a slow 
recovery with emerging treatments and vaccines that offer hope for our region, according to 
Chief Medical Officer Jack Audett, M.D. He spoke to on-line attendees at this year’s Heritage 
Society Tea, held virtually in early December. Participants enjoyed a special box of cookies, 
biscotti, and teas, shipped to them by the Overlook gift shop.

Membership in the Overlook Heritage Society stands at 161, with seven new members in the past 
year. The society lost members Palma Celiano of Springfield; George Murray of Chatham; 
Vincent and Mary Romano, formerly of Cranford and more recently of Palm Desert, Calif.; Martin 
Oppenheimer of Summit and more recently of Dedham, Mass.; Dr. Vivian Nossiter of Painted Post, 
N.Y.; Rose Vera Kaeppel of Mountainside; and Jane Coddington of Murray Hill.

All people who name the foundation in their will, designate a gift from their IRA or retirement 
account, donate a life insurance policy or an interest in real estate, or create a charitable trust or 
annuity qualify for membership in the Overlook Heritage Society. To learn more about how you 
can change someone’s life through your estate plan, please call Kenneth Cole at (908) 522-2181 
or e-mail him at kenneth.cole@atlantichealth.org.

Mrs. Robert Abelson
Barbara Z. Alleyne
Byron H. Arison
Anne S. and Paul A. Babineau
Phyllis and Khoren Basmadjian
Mr. and Mrs. Amos T. Beason
Janet B. Bent
Mr. David Bialoglow
Clelia Biamonti and Adam Psichos
Miss Audrey L. Boise
Mr. and Mrs. David C. Bushnell
Teresa C. Byrne
Mrs. Palma Celiano
Diane J. Cesarz
Ms. Jessalyn Chang
Mrs. Judith A. Chicka
Carol and Ed Cimilluca
Mrs. Jane W. Coddington
Kenneth D. Cole
Dr. and Mrs. Jerome I. Cook
Millie and Jack Cooper
Mr. David G. Dietze
Mrs. Alice S. Dillon
Christel A. Dynes
Mr. George Eizenberg
Ms. Suzanne B. Engel
Timothy and Jennifer Erday
Mrs. Terrence M. Farley
Amanda and Steve Ford

Mrs. William E. Ford
James N. Gardner, M.D.
Ms. Louise E. Gili
Mrs. Baxter W. Graham
Ms. Janet Axelrod Gray
Ms. Meyra J. Green
Dr. and Mrs. John J. Gregory Sr.
Lois and Dick Griggs
Nancy E. Gross
Mrs. Gerald A. Hale
Cassandra Hardman
Mr. and Mrs. Cary R. Hardy
Kitty and Dave Hartman
Mary D. Herberich
Mr. and Mrs. James A. Hislop
Mrs. Jean M. Hoffman
Helen K. Hopkins
Kay and Tom Inglesby
Rose Vera Kaeppel 
Mr. and Mrs. Carl J. Kreitler Jr.
Edith Kreitler
Michael Kurak, Esq.
Alan Lieber and Alice Heffner
Mrs. Andrew M. Liptak
Amy C. Liss
Mr. and Mrs. Albert L. Lord III
Mrs. Bev J. Luehs
Norman and Kristina Luka
Mr. and Mrs. Julius C. Lukawitz

HERITAGE SOCIETY MEMBERS

Staying safe and socially distanced, the foundation team includes: (top) Amanda Payne, (middle) Kim Myler, 
Camille DelTosta, Marie Roberti, Lorie McDonald, (bottom) Sue Coven, Dina Rieman, Marianne Devlin, 
Kerry Mowry, Clelia Biamonti, Beth Pulawski, Eileen Weiss, Ken Cole, and (missing) Laura Parker.

The Overlook Heritage Society

Mrs. Annette L. Mackie
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Mastroianni
Nick and Tracy McKee
Mr. and Mrs. Gabriel L. Miller
Mr. George R. Murray
Mrs. Ward H. Nessen
Mrs. John Newbold III
Mrs. Neil V. Norelli
Anne C. Olesky
Ann M. Oliva
Mr. and Mrs. Martin J. Oppenheimer
Ms. Nancy Ori
Marlene and Harold Oslick
Mrs. Audrey T. Parker
Laura Parker
Mr. and Mrs. Roger B. Parsons
Dorothy Perko
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Perrotta
Anne F. Plaut
Dr. Samantha Pozner
James R. Prisco Sr.
Mr. William A. and 
  Mrs. Camilla Kuhn Quinn
Nancy G. Rice
Frances K. Robinson
Mrs. Christos Romas
Mrs. Hal Rose
Shirley Sugarman Rosenberg, Ph.D.
Dr. Sorosh F. Roshan

Mr. and Mrs. Peter A. Santoriello
Dr. and Mrs. Talaxi D. Shah
Mr. and Mrs. Bartholomew A. Sheehan Jr.
Arline Siegel
Sally Simons
Mrs. Catherine V. Smith
Linda D. Smith
Mr. and Mrs. Michael J. Sniffen
Barbara and Eugene Speni
Mr. and Mrs. Robert C. Stites
Stephen and Linda Stone
Mrs. Helen B. Stroz
Mrs. John C. Swett
Melanie C. Sze
Dr. Fatimah A. Tahil and 
  Mr. John Reilly
Mrs. Kathryn Z. Tatlow
Renáe Tesauro
Ms. Susan M. Thomas
Mrs. Barbara D. Tomlinson
Theresa Turko
Vincent and Priscilla Ursino Sr.
Mr. and Mrs. Peter J. Ventrella
Donna and Jack Walcott
Marie Walsh
David and Emily Wexler
Richard and Elizabeth Wolffe
Louis and Lillie Zachary
Dr. Carol Zimmermann

Heritage Society members enjoyed an assortment of tea and 
treats delivered in advance of the group’s annual gathering, 
held virtually for the first time ever.
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Jessalyn Chang
Mary and Hugh D’Andrade
Michael and Jill Tanenbaum

Gifts of $250,000 to $999,999
LEADERSHIP CIRCLE

Gifts of $100,000 - $249,999
Mitzi and Warren Eisenberg
Michael and Joan Gambro
Kitty and Dave Hartman
Mr. and Mrs. Martin J. Minnicino
Josephine Rojek
Dean and Christina Serratelli
The Steller Family
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Varkey
Frank and Mimi Walsh

CHAIRMAN’S CIRCLE

Gifts of $25,000 - $99,000
Anonymous (1)
Alan and Beverly Anderson
Dr. Sharen G. Anghel and 
 Mr. Tamir Anghel
Ms. Fedora Baloiu and 
 Mr. Pierluigi Bruschetta
Meri and Sol Barer
Mr. and Mrs. Donald F. DeMuth
Martha M. Driver
Linda and Robert Flanagan
Dianne and George Fotiades
Dr. and Mrs. Walter L. Groff
Cassandra Hardman and 
 Bill Baker
Mr. Ahmed Kandiel
Mr. and Mrs. Andy Larson
Alan Lieber and Alice Heffner
Mr. and Mrs. Albert L. Lord III
Mrs. Bev J. Luehs
Mr. and Mrs. M. Brian Maher
Mr. and Mrs. Nikhil Minocha
Mrs. Ward H. Nessen

T I TA N I U M  L E V E L

Anonymous (1)
Elizabeth Compton and Eric Grubman

Gifts of $1 million or more
DIAMOND SOCIETY
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Respond. Recover. Ready. is a tribute to the 

philanthropy of individuals, corporations, 

organizations, and foundations who contributed 

$1,000 or more to the Overlook Foundation during 

calendar year 2020. Through the generosity of our 

donors, Overlook Medical Center was able to meet 

the challenges of a year like no other . . . 

and prepare for the realities of health care in a 

whole new world.

The Honor Roll 
of Donors

Caring for Our AHS Family
As the Overlook team worked through a second COVID surge in the fall, 
the hospital’s medical staff wanted to help ease the burden for families 
managing remote school and work, shifts in schedules and transportation, 
and other challenges that were complicating staff’s access to food. With 
generous financial support from Overlook physicians, and facilitated by 
the foundation and food services, the AHS Cupboard provided interested 
employees with fresh produce and pantry items weekly during the holiday 
season, distributed by volunteers including Medical Staff President 
Samantha Pozner, M.D., foundation staffers Beth Pulawski and Kerry Mowry, 
and Food Services Manager Karen Pallino.
 

Dr. Richard S. Nitzberg and 
 Ms. Frances Burns
Mr. and Mrs. David P. O’Connor
Frank and Maura Perier Jr.
Samantha Pozner M.D. and 
 Andrew Hickman
Mr. Lawrence Rafsky and 
 Ms. Roberta Guarino
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Madeline and Richard Salzman
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Bart and Mary Sheehan
Douglas and Tracey Sieg
Mr. and Mrs. J. Albert Smith III
Mrs. John C. Swett
Kathy Z. Tatlow
Vincent and Priscilla Ursino Sr.
Jean Marie and Christopher Volpe
Neil and Nancy Weidner
Pat and Carol Welsh
Dr. Rebecca C. Yang and Mr. Adam Caper
Dr. and Mrs. Edward Zampella



Gifts of $15,000 - $24,999
PLATINUM LEVEL

Mr. Edward S. Atwater
Dr. John R. and Mrs. Ellen T. Audett
Khoren and Phyllis Basmadjian
Peter Bolo, M.D.
Christopher and Barbara Coates
Dr. and Mrs. J. Scott Gillin
Ms. Ellen Hakes
Barbara and Warren Kimber/Joy Street Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. David M. Peck Jr.
Ava and Steven Schlesinger
Eric and Therese Shick
Dr. and Mrs. Paul and Alice Starker
Donna and Jack Walcott
Mr. and Mrs. Joshua A. Weinreich
David and Emily Wexler

Andrew and Elizabeth Kriegman
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas P. Kurlak
Theresa and David Langer
Amy C. Liss
Mr. and Mrs. Richard B. Loynd
Frank and Helen Macioce
Ms. Mary Macksoud
Mr. and Mrs. Jack S. Mann
Ms. Deborah Martell
Mr. and Mrs. Antonio Matinho
Mr. and Mrs. John McCann
Mr. and Mrs. Edward B. McGeough
Nick and Tracy McKee
Lowell and Jennifer Millar
Leslie and Stuart Milsten
Maxine B. Murnick
Lydia Nadeau
Brett and Sherry O’Brien
Anne C. Olesky
Eileen Paragano
Richard and Kayla Pechter
Deidre and Patrick Quinn
Lee Radsch
Mr. and Mrs. R. T. Richardson
Dr. and Mrs. R. Gregory Sachs
Sara-Ann and Robert Sanders
Mr. Michael Schiavoni
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Schorr
Angela and Jeff Schroeder
Mr. and Mrs. Howard Shallcross
Dr. and Mrs. Robert Slama
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald W. Smith
Mr. and Mrs. Robert C. Stites
Stephen and Linda Stone
Ms. Sharlene Asato and 
 Mr. Christopher Sullivan
Mr. Howard Gralla and 
 Ms. Joni Sweetwood
Dr. and Mrs. William A. Tansey III
Peter and Louise Ventrella
Dr. Michael L. Weinrauch
Mary Claire White
Sandra and Art Williams
Kathleen and Charles Wirry
Mr. and Mrs. James Y. Wong
Lauren and Joshua Yedvab
Dr. and Mrs. Mark I. Zimmerman

Anonymous (2)
Dr. and Mrs. Chris Amalfitano
Jac and Kay Andre
Mrs. David Baldwin
Paul and Alice Beisser
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Berkery
Theresa and Gerald Bernaz
Luke M. Beshar
Mr. Glenn R. Beyerl
Clelia Biamonti and Adam Psichos
Mr. and Mrs. Peter Borst
Dr. Ingeborg Bossert
The Honorable and 
 Mrs. Jon M. Bramnick
Mrs. Robert E. Brandell
Freda Brown
Mrs. Joanne Brown
Mr. Donald P. Carleen
Diane J. Cesarz
Jennifer A. Chalsty
Alyse Cooper
Shannon and Robert Cross
Lina DiBlasio and Paul Cugno
Meril and Philip Davies
Ms. Claire E. Toth and 
 Mr. David G. Dietze
Chris and Lisa Donoghue
Mr. and Mrs. John N. Doyle
Mr. and Mrs. James A. Engle
Marc and Kristin Faecher
Mrs. Terrence M. Farley
Mr. and Mrs. Arthur C. Folli
John N. Franzese, M.D.
Robin and Louis Friedman
Claude E. Fusco Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Anthony Galban
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Galiardo
James N. Gardner, M.D.
Ms. Ella Gelvan
Mrs. Gerald J. Glasser
Mr. and Mrs. Lori Dahl and Benjamin Goldin
Dr. and Mrs. Albert J. Gosen
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas G. Greig III
Dr. John and Toula Halperin
Kristin and Paul Herendeen
Marion Herrmann
Chris Knoeller
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Anne and Paul Babineau
Mr. and Mrs. Herbert J. Bachelor
Jean B. Ball
Dr. and Mrs. Tamir Ben-Menachem
Frank and Penny Bolden
Devin R. Boothe, M.D.
Mr. and Mrs. Dennis Burke
Robert D. Cronheim
Nancy S. Desnoyers
Alice S. Dillon
Dr. and Mrs. Vincent Donnabella
Mitchell Feuer
Roslyn Feuer
Sidney and Dina Glasofer
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Gold
Meyra J. Green
Jon and Deena Greenebaum
Lois and Dick Griggs
Robert and Lois Hageman
Mr. and Mrs. Cary R. Hardy
John and Ruth Huneke
Susan T. Kaye, M.D.
Mr. and Mrs. Kevin J. Lenahan
Dr. Laurie Lindner and Mr. Barry Meister
Catherine and Jack Lyness
Elaine Mackin
Anne O. Martinson
Mr. Matthew Mascari
Mr. and Mrs. Frank J. McKenna Jr.
Sandra and James McTernan
Hazar Michael, M.D.
Mr. and Mrs. Edgar Mokuvos
Colin Neill
Dr. and Mrs. Joseph R. Notaro
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph J. Oakes III
Helene and Martin Oppenheimer
Mr. Robert W. Pacific
Mr. and Mrs. Richard H. Patterson
Dr. David and Marilyn Plotkin
Dr. David Powell
Mr. Leo Reilly
Michael and Dawn Rempell
Nancy G. Rice
Linda and David Roscoe
Johannah Sakimura
Ms. Patricia Connell, Esq. and Dr. Martin A. Schwarz 

Charlotte S. Stifel
Mrs. Helen B. Stroz
MaryPat Sullivan
Mrs. Ann Talcott
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Tato
Ms. Sima Teehan
Mr. and Mrs. Christopher W. Welsh

H O N O R  R O L L O F  D O N O R S
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Teen Pays It Forward
Short Hills resident Avery Cohen (center) spent months planning every 
detail of her bat mitzvah, choosing to use the milestone celebration as an 
opportunity to raise funds for the Eating Disorders Center at Overlook. Gifts 
of nearly $6,000 allowed for the purchase of iPads for young patients to 
participate in creative arts and other therapies. Shown here with Avery are 
her grandmother, Priscilla Alexander; parents Dr. Steven and Katie Cohen; 
and aunt, Tova Fink.

A First for Overlook Golfers
It took 30 years and a pandemic to keep all 140 golfers outdoors for the entirety 
of the foundation’s annual golf outing, held in late August at Canoe Brook Country 
Club, Summit. Wearing their official Overlook Foundation masks, team members 
Sue Coven, Camille DelTosta, Marianne Devlin, Lorie McDonald, and Clelia Biamonti 
welcomed physicians, corporate sponsors, trustees, and other supporters to the 
event that generated some $120,000 for high-priority needs related to pandemic 
relief at Overlook.
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Professor and Mrs. Alfred V. Aho
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Mr. Thomas Ashley
Geodi and Keith Bader
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Ann and Ted Beason
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Michael J. Blecker, M.D. and 
 Nan M. Blecker
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Stan and Ann Borowiec
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Mr. and Mrs. John L. Buchanan
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Nanette Cirelli
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Mr. and Mrs. John W. Cooper
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Mr. and Mrs. Ian and Michelle Davies
Mrs. Marilyn Dee
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Michael Vergura and 
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Dr. and Mrs. Timothy McCabe
Mrs. Herman D. Michels
Ms. Paula M. Mooney
Mr. Chris B. Mullin
Stacey Murray-Taylor, M.D.
Mr. and Mrs. Kevin Myler
Ms. Van Nguyen
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Mr. Roger B. Parsons
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Mr. Thomas Pecora
Dr. and Mrs. Jeffrey S. Peris
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Dr. Christine Pratilas
Mrs. Patricia A. Proctor
Mr. and Mrs. Vincent A. Ranelli
Mr. and Mrs. Nicholas J. Rentas
Mrs. Judith Riseman
Mr. and Mrs. Steven F. Ritardi
Mr. and Mrs. William Robertson IV
Frances Robinson
Mr. Ron Romano
Elliot D. Rosenstein, M.D.
Sally and Lloyd Rosevear
Mr. Robert Rowe
Mr. and Mrs. Allen Rubel
Mr. and Mrs. David B. Rubin
Robert A Ruffini, M.D.
Gwyneth and Rich Sample
Mr. and Mrs. Norman R. Sanyour
Mr. Harvey M. Schwartz
Debbie and Fred Schwarzmann
Mr. John Serruto
Mrs. Donald P. Sharkey
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Dr. and Mrs. Steven J. Sheris
Linda D. Smith
Dr. Sushmita Srivastav and 
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Dr. and Mrs. Seth Stoller
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Mr. and Mrs. James O. Welch Jr.
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 Mr. Hugh Edward Young Jr.
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Gifts of $5,000 - $14,999
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Gifts of $2,500 - $4,999

Leadership Circle
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F. M. Kirby Foundation
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Elias Sayour Foundation, Inc.
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The Walter and Louise Sutcliffe Foundation
Union Foundation

David M. and Barbara Baldwin Foundation, Inc.
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Douglas & Susan Present Family Foundation, Inc.
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Andy Bovin Memorial Fund
Gifts of $1,000 or more
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Hong Family Fund
The Isabel and David Mahalick Foundation, Inc.
MRB Foundation
Other Fellow First Foundation Fund of CFNJ
Pfaltz Family Fund of CFNJ
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Gifts of $1 million or more
The Nicholas J. and 
  Anna K. Bouras Foundation, Inc.
The Reeves Foundation
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Mr. and Mrs. Marc E. Berson
Mr. and Mrs. James A. Champy
Mr. Robert S. Cohen
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Mr. and Mrs. Terence N. Deeks
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Mr. and Mrs. Michael J. Price
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Mr. and Mrs. Peter Sudler
Mr. and Mrs. Stanley A. Weiss
Ms. Susan Whitehead
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When six-year-old Andy Bovin passed 
away in 1986 after a four-year battle with 
leukemia, his parents Terry and Denis 
created the Andy Bovin Memorial Fund. 
Today, gifts to this fund continue to 
support leading-edge leukemia research, 
as well as to provide financial help to area 
families whose children are undergoing 
cancer treatment.
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AllianceBernstein L.P.
Apple, Inc.
Bank of America
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Merck Company Foundation
Overlook Medical Center Medical Staff
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The Prudential Foundation
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Matching Gifts

Bequests
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Marquis Health Services
Optimus Healthcare Partners LLC
Overlook Auxiliary
Overlook Medical Center Medical Staff
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Becton Dickinson and Company
Delta Dental of New Jersey Foundation
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Medical Diagnostic Associates, P.A.
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Gold Level
Gifts of $5,000 - $14,999
Anonymous (1)
Amgen Inc.
Eckroth Planning Group, Inc.
Ekam USA
Fanwood/Scotch Plains Rotary Club
Holt Construction
Johnson & Johnson
KPM Exceptional LLC
Northeast Regional Epilepsy Group
Novartis Pharmaceuticals Corporation
Peerless Beverage Company
Summit Health Management
The Cornell Machine Co.
Torcon, Inc.

BAMCO, Inc.
Bleakley Financial Group
Borntowin & Staiactive
Buckl Architects
Carmagnola & Ritardi, Attorneys at Law
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Consultants in Infectious Diseases, P.A.
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Fairleigh Dickinson University
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The Skin and Surgery Center, LLC
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Vista Health System, LLC
Voshan LLC
Westfield Area Chinese American Association
Whole Foods Market
Wilson Memorial Union Church

Bronze Level
Gifts of $1,000 - $2,499
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Jonathan Abrams, M.D.
J. Mark Albertson, D.M.D.
Lloyd H. Alterman, M.D., FACP
Christopher Amalfitano, M.D.
Sharen G. Anghel, M.D.
Douglas S. Ashinsky, M.D.
John Audett, M.D.
Jonathan J. Baskin, M.D.
Gary Belt, M.D.
Ronald P. Benitez, M.D.
Tamir Ben-Menachem, M.D.
Waseem A. Bhatti, M.D.
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Michael J. Blecker, M.D.
Peter M. Bolo, M.D.
Devin R. Boothe, M.D.
John M. Boozan, M.D.
Robert W. Brenner, M.D.
Ian B. Brodrick, M.D.
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Elise Butkiewicz, M.D.
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Dean L. Carlson, M.D.
Charles P. Ciolino, M.D.
Barry M. Cohen, M.D.
Craig A. Dise, M.D., Ph.D.
Rosina B. Dixon, M.D.
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Saadia Farooq, M.D.
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Joshua M. Fiske, M.D.
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Steven Furer, M.D.
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Stewart E. Glickman, M.D
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John J. Halperin, M.D.
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Peter Hyans, M.D.
Thomas V. Inglesby Sr., M.D.
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Jenny H. Kim, M.D.
Devon A. Klein, M.D.
Thomas H. Kloos, M.D.
Kelly P. Knowles, M.D.
Howard N. Kornfeld, M.D.
Matthew A. Kowalczyk, M.D.
Neil Kramer, M.D.
Gina M. LaCapra, M.D.
Marcelo Lancman, M.D.
Jeffrey D. LeBenger, M.D.
Kerry S. LeBenger, M.D.
Stephanie R. Lehrhoff, M.D.
Rachel Leibu, M.D.

James A. Levey, M.D.
Miles B. Levin, M.D.
David Levine, M.D.
Steven M. Levine, D.O.
Frank Liggio, M.D.
Dennis A. Lowenthal, M.D.
Jerrold S. Lozner, M.D.
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Christine Masterson Vergura, M.D.
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Timothy P. McCabe, D.M.D.
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Jason Minion, M.D.
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Stacey O. Murray-Taylor, M.D.
Jeffrey S. Nahmias, M.D.
Richard S. Nitzberg, M.D.
Joseph R. Notaro, M.D.
Richard T. Paris, M.D.
David Plotkin, D.P.M., P.A.
Richard Podell, M.D.
David E. Powell, M.D.
Samantha Pozner, M.D.
Robert Rosenbaum, M.D.
Elliot D. Rosenstein, M.D.
Douglas M. Roth, D.O.
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Sue Schonberg, Ph.D.
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Talaxi D. Shah, M.D.
Steven J. Sheris, M.D.
Leonidas C. Sicat, M.D.
Bennett Silver, M.D.

Beth C. Singer, M.D.
Robert D. Slama, M.D.
Liana M. Spano-Brennan, D.O.
Jerome Spivack, M.D.
Lee F. Starker, M.D.
Paul M. Starker, M.D.
Elliott M. Stein, M.D.
Sharon M. Stoch, M.D.
Seth Stoller, M.D.
Kenneth J. Storch, M.D., Ph.D.
Gomathy Subramanian, M.D.
Meher Sultana, M.D.
Robert Sussman, M.D.
Phuong Sutherland, M.D.
John F. Tabachnick, M.D.
William A. Tansey III, M.D.
Andrew W. Tarulli, M.D.
Nana E. Tchabo, M.D.
Pauline A. Thomas, M.D.
Joseph Tribuna, M.D.
John A. Tyrrell, D.O.
Melvin P. Vigman, M.D.
Mitchell Vogel, M.D.
Claudia A. Wagner, M.D.
Michael L. Weinrauch, M.D.
Eric D. Whitman, M.D.
Joseph M. Wildman, M.D.
Kirsten Bass Wilkins, M.D.
John M. Williams, M.D.
David A. Worth, M.D., P.A.
Lisa A. Wortzel, D.M.D.
Rebecca C. Yang, M.D.
Nicholas D. Yatrakis, M.D.
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Edward J. Zampella, M.D.
Judith Zander, M.D.
Mark I. Zimmerman, M.D.
Carol E. Zimmermann, M.D.
Paul B. Zukoff, M.D.

Physician Donors
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Anonymous (24)
Joseph P. Aliseo
Kathy Belfiore
Mary Benegas
Steve Bettinger
Toni Ann E. Beyer, R.N.
Clelia Biamonti, Ph.D.
Ruth E. Bogan
Melissa Bonassisa
Raymond F. Buckley
Steven Burger
Taijon L. Butler
Sarah Cabanero
Marian Cabeguin-Lopina, R.N.
Susan A. Cain
Jamie Calero
Sharon Cando
Terry Carlin
Melissa M. Carroll
Nora Cary, R.N.
Christine T. Casadonte
Nancy Castellano

Manuel Castillo
Randi Cataquet, R.N.
Althea Chin
Kenneth D. Cole
Ann Marie Conheeney Forrest
Lisa Conley
Susan Coviello
Lisa Cuoco
Cindy M. Curley
Mary Damiano
Joseph D’Auria
Maria De Jesus, R.N.
Maria De Lauro
Nathalie M. de Leon
Michael DeBlock
Kyle Dellomo
Marianne F. Devlin
Rita A. Dyer
Antonio Elazegui
Marie Christine Escalazy
Mary Farrell
Carlos A. Fernandes

Ramon Flores, R.N.
Salome Florida
Suzette Francis
Ingrid Franco, R.N.
Marion Freeman-Hawkins
Flordeliza Gagarin
Susan Gallucci, R.N.
Brian Gragnolati
Wilmarie Gramata
Bridget H. Granholm
Nancy E. Gross
Mia Gutzmore
Suzanne Hamilton, R.N.
Barbara Ann Herrmann, R.N.
Christopher A. Herzog
Sorcha Hicks
Nicole Hilborn
Nicole Hooks
Marsha Hoppe
Jennifer Houston
Wendy J. Irwin
Maryanne Joachim, R.N.

Ingrid Johnson
Joane M. Jones
Germaine Jordan, R.N.
Kevin Joyce
Barbara Jurkiewicz
Dorothy Kakraba, R.N.
Nowai Keleekai-Brapoh
Sharon Kelly
Kathleen Kilpatrick
Mary Anne King
Robin G. Kirchner
Lauren Krause, R.N.
Rita Lanaras
Jude Lark, R.N.
Michael Laterra
Lee Ann Leduc
Madonna Makowski Lee
Kevin J. Lenahan
Jeff L. Levine, Ph.D.
Alan R. Lieber
Karen Lieberman
Diane L. Lindsey

Employee Support
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When Overlook nurse Christine Casadonte (left center) suffered the loss of her unborn daughter, Ava, at 38 weeks of gestation, she turned to grief 
support groups, therapy and, ultimately, Pockets of Light – a non-profit bereavement support service based in Montclair, New Jersey. Today, 
Christine volunteers as a peer facilitator for the organization and arranged for the donation of a Cuddle Cot – a cooling device that allows parents 
of stillborn or deceased infants to spend time with their babies – to the Overlook labor and delivery team.

Giving the Gift of Time

George Liothake
Marie Lupo
Paul F. Marmora
Matthew Mascari, RN, BSN, 
 CCRN-CMC, CNML
Belinda A. Matos, R.N.
Kristy Mayorga, R.N.
Carmen S. McCloud
Laura McDowell
Frank J. McKenna Jr.
Clorene McKenzie
Gilly McKie
Carol McKissock
Susan McNulty
Jerome Medina
Ewa Messano, RN, BSN, CCRN
Amy Miano
Karen A. Miceli
Melanie Miller
Jennifer Moran, R.N.
Leslie Mugford
Joan Murdoch
Kimberly Myler
Lydia Nadeau
Angela Natale-Ryan RN, CUON
William S. Neate
Jennifer Noone
Tinowa Oreggio
Jennifer Ortiz
Nilda Ortiz
Christian Pakosh
Laura M. Parker
Tammy T. Parker, RN, BSN
Heather Patrikios
Paul C. Pennella, R.N.
Haydee Perez
Amy Perry
Conceptia Petit-Compere
Lourdes Pineda MSN, RN-BC
Elizabeth Pittenger
Mary J. Pradilla
Doriann Prasek

Eileen M. Prendergast, R.N.
Suzanne Quinn
Pat Regenberg
Cynthia Richards
Dina M. Rieman
Joseph Rimback
Paul Rodgers, A.P.N.
Alexandra Rodriguez
Charlene A. Ruggiero
Zohreh Salarvand
Jennifer Scatcherd
Janis Simberg
Beverly Sonnenberg
Maria Soubra
John M. Stasil
Karen A. Suczewski
MaryPat Sullivan
Mary Szymanski
Marian Teehan
Rosemary C. Tempesta
Deborah Toresco, R.N.
Judith Tracey, R.N.
Carol Vallacchi
Stella Visaggio
Suzanne Vitiello
Abigail Vollherbst
Joanne Voorhees
Michele Wadsworth
Terrance P. Washburn
Deborah Webber
Brian Wechsler
Eileen S. Weiss
Toia S. Whitaker, R.N.
Theodore Williams
Bernadette Wilmore
Charles C. Wirry
Danielle Wolf
Sandra Wrigley
Lauren Yedvab
Pasquale Zinno
Deborah A. Zotte, R.N.
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Lifelong Friends Rally in Support
It may have been more than 30 years since Overlook physician Danhua Xiao (front, center)  
graduated from Hunan Normal University High School in China, but her former classmates were 
quick to join her in addressing the overwhelming need for personal protective equipment (PPE) 
at the height of the pandemic last spring. Thanks to Dr. Xiao and 31 of her fellow graduates who 
raised some $7,600 to purchase 120,000 surgical masks and 280 N-95 masks, shipping them 
from China to several area hospitals, including her colleagues at Overlook. 



OVERLOOK AT A GLANCE

Average 
Length of 

Stay
4.7 days

Medical 
Residents

101

30

Overlook Medical Center 
touches lives, 
changes lives, 

and saves lives. 
Since our founding in 1906, 
we have been dedicated to 
making a major difference 

in the health of every person 
who walks through 

our doors.

New on Campus: 
Atlantic Medical Group Radiology
Overlook has welcomed a new team of board-certified, fellowship-trained 
diagnostic radiologists, interventional radiologists, radiation oncologists, 
and radiation subspecialists to its Summit campus. Led by Devon A. 
Klein, M.D., Atlantic Medical Group Radiology offers patients the highest 
quality of care and best possible outcomes through collaborations 
with multiple subspecialties, state-of-the-art diagnostic imaging, and 
advanced image-guided, minimally invasive procedures. 

Using X-ray, computed tomography (CT), magnetic resonance imaging 
(MRI), ultrasound, and nuclear medicine, the team provides patients 
with accurate diagnoses and targeted treatment for musculoskeletal 
conditions, breast and prostate cancer detection, thyroid and fibroid 
imaging, lymph node mapping, cardiac and neurological conditions, 
and pain management.

Advanced imaging tools include

•   Portable X-ray units with virtual grids and artificial intelligence for
     pneumothorax detection
•   1.5T Siemens Magnetom SOLA, the first 1.5T MRI system with 
     BioMatrix technology, features a combination of sensors, tuners, 
     and interfaces that automatically adjust for patients’ breathing 
     patterns and biovariability to deliver superior imaging quality 
     and enhanced patient comfort
•   Acquilion™ ONE/GENESIS Edition 640-Slice CT, the most advanced
     computed tomography (CT) technology on the market and the only
     CT scanning system that can image an entire organ in a single 
     rotation, allows 3-D as well as dynamic functional views
•   Diagnostic quality ultrasound for interventional procedures reduces
     the radiation exposure of previous CT technology
•   Upgraded radiology information technology systems support
     additional workstations and improve electronic sharing of images
     and information across Atlantic Health System (AHS) touchpoints

The interventional radiology team offers patients cutting-edge 
techniques for managing a broad range of conditions using image-
guided catheter procedures, all of which reduce risk, minimize pain, 
improve recovery, and deliver exceptional results. 
 
Dr. Klein is a board-certified, fellowship-trained radiologist, who has 
devoted much of his 20-year career to diagnosing and treating 
musculoskeletal conditions. He joined AHS in fall 2020 from his role as 
associate chairman of operations and chief of musculoskeletal imaging 
at Lenox Hill Hospital’s Department of Radiology for Northwell Health. 

“Atlantic Medical Group Radiology brings radiologists from top 
academic medical centers along with the most advanced imaging 
technology to provide world-class imaging capabilities,” comments 
Alan Lieber, president, Overlook Medical Center. “This exciting 
development will improve the patient experience from diagnosis 
through treatment with the highest level of efficiency, accuracy, 
and efficacy.” 

Overlook Medical Center is home to some of the region’s top physicians, offering cutting-edge 
research, and advanced technology and treatments in a compassionate, family-friendly, 
patient-centered environment. 

Our Atlantic Neuroscience Institute is the area’s leader in neuroscience care, offering a broad 
range of advanced neurological, neurosurgical, and neurodiagnostic services. These include an 
Advanced Comprehensive Stroke Center, a Level IV Epilepsy Center, and the Gerald J. Glasser 
Brain Tumor Center, where more brain tumor surgeries are performed than anywhere else in 
New Jersey. Our CyberKnife® program is the largest and most experienced in the state, and our 
satellite emergency department in Union, New Jersey treats some 30,000 emergency cases 
each year. 
 
A nationally recognized, nonprofit regional medical center, Overlook consistently earns 
accolades from some of the most prestigious healthcare organizations. Our parent company, 
Atlantic Health System (AHS), is a nonprofit integrated healthcare delivery network powered 
by a workforce of almost 17,000 team members and 4,800 affiliated physicians dedicated to 
building healthier communities. AHS serves five million people through more than 400 sites of 
care, including six hospitals. 

Emergency 
Department 

Visits
75,832

Admissions
21,797

Same Day 
Surgical 

Procedures
7,920

Inpatient 
Surgeries

4,754

Employees
3,253

Births
2,323

Licensed
Beds
504

Attending 
Physicians

1,518

2020 
OPERATING
STATISTICS*

Accolades
•   One of ‘America’s 50 Best Hospitals’ for clinical excellence (Healthgrades®),
     two years in a row (2020-2021)
•   One of ‘America’s 100 Best Hospitals’ for stroke care, critical care, 
     gastrointestinal care, and general surgery (Healthgrades®)
•   Excellence Awards for stroke care (2010-2021), neurosciences (2015-2021),
     and bariatric surgery (2017-2021) (Healthgrades®)
•   World’s Best Hospitals 2020 (Newsweek)
•   Top 25 U.S. Hospitals for Environmental Excellence and Circle of Excellence
     Awards for Food and Greening the OR (2020 Practice Greenhealth)
•   2020 Women’s Choice Award®, America’s Best Hospitals for breast center,
     bariatric surgery, cancer care, and obstetrics
•   #1 Hospital in the state for neurosurgery, women’s health, and cancer 
     care (Carechex)
•   Best Regional Hospital, high performing in colon cancer surgery, heart failure, 
     and COPD (U.S. News & World Report) 
•   ADA designation for diabetes care
•   Horizon Center of Excellence – hip and knees (orthopedics) and maternity care 
•   Magnet® designation for nursing excellence (American Nurses 
     Credentialing Center)
•   NICHE “Exemplar” Status: Nurses Improving Care for Health System Elders
•   Emergency Nurses Association Lantern Award™ (Union Campus)
•   Designated a Baby-Friendly birth facility by the World Health Organization
     and UNICEF
•   National Medal of Honor for Organ Donation (U.S. Department of Health 
     and Human Services)
•   LGBTQ Healthcare Equality Leader (Human Rights Campaign Foundation)
•   Atlantic Health System, recognized by Fortune as one of the ‘100 Best 
    Companies to Work For®’ (12 consecutive years)

31
*2020 Operating Statistics for Overlook Medical Center reflect the extent to which COVID-19 affected the way patients utilized health care facilities.



A  L E T T E R  F R O M  T H E  O V E R L O O K  A U X I L I A R Y

A. Jude Avelino
Chair

Jessalyn Chang
Vice Chair

Eric J. Shick
Treasurer

Stacy Wilson McCann
Secretary

Pradipto Bagchi
Fedora Baloiu
Meri Barer
Ronald Benitez, M.D.
Manish Bhandari
Karina Calzadilla
Christopher A. Coates
Shannon Cross
James Gardner, M.D.
Maggie Hariri
Betty Larson
Alan Lieber
Al Lord III
Bev Luehs
Jack Mann
Elizabeth Peck
Francis I. Perier Jr.
Samantha Pozner, M.D.
Dean Serratelli
Paul M. Starker, M.D.
Candy Steller
Christopher Sullivan
Vincent Ursino Sr.
Bruce F. Wesson

FOUNDATION 
BOARD OF 
TRUSTEES

FOUNDATION 
ADMINISTRATION

Stacy Beckett
Heather Speas
Co-Presidents

Karen Canniffe
Heather Flanagan
Swati Goorha
Jackie Swaine
Vice Presidents

Christina Amundson
Laura Bojanowski
Anne Childers

Clelia Biamonti, Ph.D.
Executive Director

Kenneth D. Cole
Director, Planned 
Giving & Campaigns

Marianne F. Devlin
Director, Public Relations 
& Board Development

Lorie S. McDonald
Director, Strategic 
Development & 
Donor Relations

Kerry K. Mowry
Director, Corporate &
Foundation Relations

Kimberly A. Myler
Director, Finance 
& Operations

Eileen S. Weiss
Director, Donor 
Engagement

Frank M. Macioce
Chair

Rev. Ronald Allen Sr.
Dora E. Arias
Megan Avallone
Mary Lou Carter
Chris Cotter
James R. Coyle
Ian Davies
Claas Ehlers
Patricia Fontan
Michael Freeman
Donald Fuentes
Wendy Graeb
Paul Kieltyka
John Magnifico
Ralph J. Marra Jr.
Jeffrey Peris
Charles T. Rush Jr.
Janet Sarkos
John Serruto
Joseph Starkey
Vincent P. Ursino Sr.
Allan L. Weisberg

OVERLOOK 
MEDICAL CENTER
ADVISORY BOARD

Samantha Pozner, M.D.
President

Muhammad Feteiha, M.D.
Vice President

Sidney Glasofer, M.D.
Treasurer

Marianne Hamra, M.D.
Secretary

Christopher Amalfitano, M.D.
Sharen Anghel, M.D.
Jack Audett, M.D.
Peter Bolo, M.D.
Alexandra Braunstein, M.D.

MEDICAL STAFF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

ATLANTIC HEALTH 
LEADERSHIP

Brian A. Gragnolati
President and Chief 
Executive Officer

Dexter D. Earle
Chair, Board of Trustees

OVERLOOK MEDICAL CENTER 
ADMINISTRATION

Alan Lieber
President
Vice President, 
Atlantic Health System

Jack Audett, M.D.
Chief Medical Officer

Lauren Yedvab
Chief Operating Officer

Mary Pat Sullivan, R.N.
Chief Nursing Officer
Chief Experience Officer

Stella Visaggio
Chief Financial Officer

Clelia Biamonti, Ph.D.
Chief Development Officer

Martha Baisch
Director, Business 
Development & 
Physician Relations

Samantha Kelly
Executive Director, 
Neuroscience Service Line

AUXILIARY
EXECUTIVE
BOARD

Kevin McGovern
Executive Director, 
Cardiovascular Service Line

Lydia Nadeau
Executive Director, 
Oncology Service Line

Robert Peake
Vice President, 
Facilities Management & Real Estate

Loriann Rizzuto
Executive Director, 
Atlantic Behavioral Health

Pat Sohler, R.N.
Director, Quality, Risk Management 
& Infection Prevention

Connie Werner-Hopkins
Regional Director, 
Workforce Experience

Joanna Wright
Executive Director, 
Women and Children’s Services

Diana Contreras, M.D.
Mark Durante, D.D.S.
Susan Kaye, M.D.
Devon Klein, M.D.
Michael Kral, M.D.
Miles Levin, M.D.
Stacey Murray-Taylor, M.D.
Maithili Rao, M.D.
Walter Rosenfeld, M.D.
Alan Sarokhan, M.D.
Manoj Shahane, M.D.
Paul Starker, M.D.
Mary Pat Sullivan, R.N.
Andrew Tarulli, M.D.
Jessie Wilt, M.D.

LEADERSHIP
For more than a century, the Overlook Auxiliary has cultivated a compassionate, comforting environment through active 
volunteering and imaginative fund raising.  Rising to any challenge, including the Spanish flu and two world wars, the 
organization found that innovation and flexibility have been key during the current pandemic as we remain focused on the 
mission of supporting Overlook Medical Center patients and staff.

Strong community support for Overlook was evident in the overwhelming response to our Rainbow Lawn Sign Campaign to 
promote hope and gratitude for our essential workers. The Auxiliary raised nearly $200,000 to fund a Xenex LightStrike Robot 
sterilization machine and two FUJI Sonosite portable ultrasound machines to help the hospital provide the nationally 
recognized treatment and care for which it is known, despite the challenges of COVID-19.  

Members of the Overlook Auxiliary have worked tirelessly to source PPE (personal protective equipment) and comfort items 
to enhance the safety and well-being of the Overlook staff.  Organizing a large-scale, multi-town home sewing effort, the 
group delivered thousands of homemade face masks, easy-sew button headbands, and scrub caps, with patterns developed 
in conjunction with a Fashion Institute of Technology professor. This initiative also resulted in the creation of a new Twig to 
focus solely on sewing and knitting specialty items for Overlook. In addition to PPE, the group will create disposable 
changing pads, baby booties and blankets, and Angel Cradle items for our Mother/Baby unit, as well as “fidget blankets” for 
elder care patients.    

        Throughout the pandemic, the Overlook Auxiliary Gift Shop & Bloom has remained open, providing incidentals, snacks, 
                 and a sense of normalcy for employees. They also put together “Comfort and Care” baskets which were funded
                    by the Auxiliary and delivered to all departments throughout the hospital to bolster employee spirits at an
                       extraordinarily stressful time.

                       Many of the Auxiliary’s traditional programs continued during 2020, though some were reimagined, and 
                           others curtailed due to COVID-related restrictions. Art at Overlook was displayed, holiday decorating 
                             happened, and the annual Employee Holiday Reception morphed into festive “Hospital Trays,” while
                               our volunteers hosted oncology teas early in the year and provided no-sew oncology blankets.  
                             As in past years, Auxiliary funding continued to support such priorities as Camp Clover, a grief 
                            camp for children; the Carol G. Simon Cancer Center at Overlook; the Outpatient Oncology 
                           Treatment Center; nursing scholarships, including the Elsa Russell Memorial Scholarship and the 
                           BSN Nursing Program; Atlantic Visiting Nurse; the Breast Center at Overlook; and Mother/Baby. 
                           Also, for the first time in recent years, the Auxiliary presented an annual appeal to the public to 
                          raise additional funds for operations and emerging hospital needs.  

                       We are thankful for our members and supporters, as well as the Overlook Foundation for showing
                      us opportunities for service and support at Overlook. Working together, we remain committed to 
                      contributing to the excellent, compassionate care that is the hallmark of the Overlook Medical 
                     Center community. 

                      With heartfelt gratitude,
                      Stacy Beckett and Heather Speas 
                        Overlook Auxiliary Co-Presidents 
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Helping Us Fulfill Our Mission
Each day during the height of the pandemic last spring, new faces appeared at the foundation’s front door. We had never met most of 
these people, yet they arrived eager to help us fulfill our mission to support Overlook Medical Center in ways we never could have imagined. 
Thousands of masks, gowns, gloves, goggles, and face shields were delivered, along with countless meals, snacks, and bottled water. School 
children wrote notes and teens baked cookies for our health care heroes. While impossible to place a value on every donation, the foundation 
conservatively estimates that nearly $200,000 of gifts-in-kind were received from these kind-hearted individuals and organizations . . . 
and that does not include those that we didn’t manage directly or that were left without identifying information. We are beyond grateful for 
the outpouring of support!

Dr. Allison Adams
Aetna 
Milee Ahn
Alphadyne Asset Management
Michael Amato
Anthony & Sons Bakery/Markets
Apple Spice
Annemarie Arlington
Artemis Lin Design
Ascalon Studios
Atlantic Irrigation Site One 
 Landscape Supply
Atlas IED
Denise Azevedo
Paul and Anne Babineau
Bagel Café
Fedora Baloiu
Bang, Bang, Bang Group
Ann Barcellona 
Gislena Barnhart
Basking Ridge Chinese 
 American Community

Basking Ridge Indian Community
Beacon Hill Club
Taryn Berelowitz
Biladi Grill
Dana Blumenfeld
Reid Borsuk
Bovella’s Bakery Café
Boy Scout Troop 60
Dr. Saloumeh Bozorgzadeh
Cara Brennan
Bristol Myers Squibb
Bumbles Dolls
Mary A. Bushnell
Café Gallo Pizzeria & Ristorante
Cali Air Heating & Cooling
Calvary Assembly of GOD
CAMathories
Lindsey Cappello
Cara Mia
Central Jersey Chinese 
 American Association
Chatham High School Key Club 

Cheesecake Factory
Chinese American Group of Chatham, 
 Florham Park, Short Hills, and Madison
Chinese Christian Community of NJ
Chopt Creative Salad Company
Niren Choudhury
Christian Faith Center
Fran Clarke
Coldwell Banker
Denise Cole
Columbian Foundation
CommonHealth Project 
Complete Med
Concord HP
Laura Corn
Denise and Ces Corrandini
Rachel and Tom Cortese
CPC Church
Cranford Fire Department
CrossFit 908
Crystals for COVID
Sue Cui

Carol Cunningham
Kelly Daab
Charlie Daly
Jussara Damascena
Kathryn Darcy
Meredith Davies
Delta Dental of New Jersey and
  Connecticut
Nancy Devaney
DFW Capital Partners
Kim Dixson
Suzy and Rex Dyer
E & J Gallo Wines
Thomas Ehrardt
Evergreen Funeral Home
Express Line Corporation
Seventh Grade Parents of Far Brook 
 School, Short Hills 
Fat Snax
Dr. Craig Feibusch
Ferraro’s South of Westfield
Robyn Fingerman

Patrick Fitzgerald
Flowing Color Photography
Terry Foppert
Front Line Appreciation Groups (FLAGs)
 of Summit, Millburn/Short Hills, 
 Berkeley Heights, and Mountainside
Thomas P. Gallagher
General Tools Company
GHK & Associates
Stacy and Tim Goetz
Goldman Sachs & Co., LLC
Dr. Carl Goldstein
Gowns 4 Good
Grassroots Collection, Millburn 
Harborview Foundation
Maggie Hariri
Shelley Hartz
Healing the Children, New Jersey
Sondra Helfand
Amy Heller
Hionis Greenhouse
Hunter Douglas
Laura Hushion
HX Chinese School, Plainsboro
Hyundai Group
Investors Bank
Jack Rabbit
Jersey Mike’s Subs
Jewish Federation of 
 Greater MetroWest NJ
Kabaki Tea
The Kalafat Family
Kean University, 2019
Kris Kearny 
Nancy Keefe
Christine Kiefer
King’s Supermarket
Robin Kirchner
James Kralovich
Maureen Kroeger
The Langer Family
Betty Larson
Laurence Craig Catering
Helena Levkov
Law Office of Yuexin Li, LLC
Ms. Patricia Lindridge-Ingber
Douglas Loffredo
Drew Longcore
Dr. Stephen Longobardi
Coeli Lonzetta

Jolene Love
Ni Lu
Bill Ludlum
Madison/Harding Girl Scouts of 
 Northern NJ
Marquis Health Services
Nick Marsh
Kerrie Mayer
MD Buying Group
Mednax
Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center
Nichole Meuse
Millburn Ridgefield Corporation
Millburn/Short Hills Fellowship of 
 Living Stone Christian Church
Anna Mohl
Mondelez Global, LLC
Monroe Township 
Estelle Montalvo
Montclair University MIX Lab Volunteers
MountainsideCares and 
 Mountainside Community
MTO Shahmaghsoudi Group 
NA Taste
Kathy Naegele
Neighbors Helping Neighbors Group
Novartec Material Technology Co., Ltd.
Oceans Orthodontics & 
 Pediatric Dentistry
Ashley O’Connor
Oheb Shalom Congregation of 
 South Orange
Mary Ann Ondish
Ava Orlando
Lauren Parisier
Kush Patel
Pearlman Design, LLC
Peotter Summit Auto Body
Maura and Frank Perier Jr.
Debbie Pettit
Phillip Jeffries
Amy Phillips
PipeWorks Services
Playa Bowls in Millburn
The Polemeni Family
Jill Port
The Printed Pillow
Project iSeeYou Foundation
Prosidyan, Inc.
Beth Purdy

Quartet
Hui Boon Quek
Gina Radice 
Laura Ranji
Raritan Valley Surgery Center
RCS Logistics
RDC Restoration LLC
Carisa Reilly
Michelle Retik
Phil Richardson
Marybeth Ridge
River of Life Foundation
Ellen and Michelle Rose
Ashley Rowley
Amy Rudgarb 
Karen Sanchez
Paul Sarrele
Maggie Savoca
Scholl’s Wellness Company
Scotch Plains-Fanwood 
 Community
Aliece Sena
Charles Serafin
Shake Shack
Dr. Yibling Shan
Shop Rite of Bloomfield
Zhan Shu 
Corrine Simmons
Stephanie Singer
Daniel Smith
Renee Sopko
The Southwestern Petroleum 
 University Overseas Alumni 
 Association
Cory Spearman 
Springfield Township Community
St. Joseph’s Church
Jennifer Star
Star Pharmacy
Patricia Starr
STRONGARM Healthcare, Inc.
Studio Fit
The Suburban Shop
Dr. Thomas Suczewski
Dr. Meher Sultana and Family
Summit Hearing Aid Center
Summit Library Chinese Club
Summit Schools
Surgicial Center at Millburn
Tea Drops

Team Lead, Tinton Falls
Michelle Tempkin
Temple Sinai of Summit
Dr. Alan Thomas and Family
Jarid Towey
Township of Union
Monica Trombeita
Edwin Umanzor
Union County College
Union County Education Association
Union Haitian American Civic Association
Union Rotary
Union Shop Rite
Union Surgery Center
United Chinese Americans
United Legwear & Apparel Company
URBN, Inc.
Karen Verde
Verina Consulting Group, LLC
Vernon High School Robotics Team, 1989
Wacoal America, Inc.
Ann Wallace
Dr. Wayne Wang
Xing Wang
Waves of Health 
WebWorks360.Com
David Weisbrod
Eric Weisser
Westfield Area Chinese 
 American Association
Westfield Police Athletic League, Inc.
Westfield Police Department - EMC
Whipple Azzarello, LLC
Nancy and John Wilson
Windsor Athletic Club
Wiss & Co.
Sarah Yao 
Nathan Yarnall
Dr. Karen Young
Sofia Yuen
Zana Hair Boutique
Ms. Meilee Zheng
Zhengyuan Cultural Bridge
Zhong Ya Chemical (USA) Ltd.
Fengsuo Zhou
Shudan Zhou
Christopher Zotti
Robert Zwigard



Friends Remembered

Nagi Abraham, M.D. 

Josiane Amay

Kathryn Bauer

Andrew Bergman 

Kathleen M. Bergman

Palma Celiano

Jane W. Coddington

Mary T. D’Andrade

Ruby deStevens

Thomas G. Greig

Rose Vera Kaeppel

Hemant Kairam, M.D.

Sean Keville

Dorothy E. Krauss

Nancy Lampe

Since our last report, we have lost several beloved members 

of the Overlook Foundation family. We recognize their 

special contributions to Overlook and to our community, 

and we extend our heartfelt condolences to their families.

David Mendigorin

Gale D. Metzger

Cecile Mosberg

George R. Murray

Martin J. Oppenheimer

James R. Prisco

Richard W. Proctor

Shirley S. Rosenberg

Joel A. Roth, M.D.

Joseph H. Shepard III

Thayer Talcott

Judy Weston

Louis G. Zachary

Elizabeth T. Ziegler
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